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Letter from the Editors 

ASYMMETRIC KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION  

AND WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT DECENTERING  

POST-COMMUNIST STUDIES 
By Gulnaz Sharafutdinova and Benjamin Smith   

Introduction 



INTRODUCTION—cont. 



INTRODUCTION—cont. 

DATASET REVIEW 

SUBMISSIONS 
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REVERSING THE GAZE AND  

DECOLONIZING POLITICAL SCIENCE 
By Şener Aktürk 



REVERSING THE GAZE AND DECOLONIZING POLITICAL SCIENCE—cont. 

The ability to think of 

puzzles where non-Western 

cases, or factors associated 

with non-Western societies, 

appear to have better, 

enviable, superior outcomes 

than Western cases, would 

be the true litmus test of 

overcoming the mental 

barriers and intellectual 

legacies imposed by 

colonialism. 
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REVERSING THE GAZE AND DECOLONIZING POLITICAL SCIENCE—cont. 
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RECLAIMING THE NARRATIVE 
DECOLONIZING CENTRAL ASIAN STUDIES FOR A 

MORE INCLUSIVE UNDERSTANDING 
By Erica Marat and Botakoz Kassymbekova 



RECLAIMING THE NARRATIVE—CONT. 

Western academia exoticizes 

Russia as a hard-to-understand 

culture, considering its 

“greatness” at face value. 

Western Central Asian studies, 

by contrast, view political 

regimes as static, parochial, and 

needing external intervention. 

Theorization produced of Central 

Asia in the 1990s and 2000s that 

see the area as dominated by 

clannish relations, fixed ethnic 

identities, and prone to wars 

continue to influence today’s 

understanding of the region (...) 
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OVERCOMING  THE COLONIAL  

PERSPECTIVE IN UKRAINIAN STUDIES  
By Volodymyr Kulyk 



OVERCOMING  THE COLONIAL PERSPECTIVE IN UKRAINIAN STUDIES—CONT. 

Similarly, whether Ukrainian 

ethnopolitics was 

conceptualized as aggressive 

“nationalization” or more 

moderate “nation-building,” 

most Western analyses 

contrasted the majority-

dominated state and the 

minority groups of citizens, 

first and foremost ethnic 

Russians and Russian-

speakers. They did not usually 

pay attention to how the state 

protected linguistic rights of 

speakers of Ukrainian, thus 

presuming that it was not a 

problem. 



OVERCOMING  THE COLONIAL PERSPECTIVE IN UKRAINIAN STUDIES—CONT. 
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CULTURAL GENOCIDE AND THE 

DECOLONIZATION OF UYGHUR STUDIES    
By Sean R. Roberts 



CULTURAL GENOCIDE AND THE DECOLONIZATION OF UYGHUR STUDIES—CONT. 

The PRC’s actions against 

Uyghurs, which includes mass 

displacement and 

dispossession from the 

territory of their homeland, 

mass internment and 

imprisonment, and forced 

assimilation measures, are so 

blatantly colonial in their aims 

that the scholarly community 

outside China studying 

Uyghurs has embraced the 

lens of colonialism for 

understanding the situation in 

the Uyghur region both 

historically and today. 
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DATASET REVIEW: WOMEN’S RIGHTS  

AFTER WAR (WRAW) 
By Lindsey A. Goldberg 



DATASET REVIEW: WOMEN’S RIGHTS AFTER WAR (WRAW)—Cont. 



DATASET REVIEW: WOMEN’S RIGHTS AFTER WAR (WRAW)—Cont. 
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By Sinduja Raja, Marie Berry,  

Milli Lake, and Soraya Zarook  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212511
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212511
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212516?src=&journalCode=cjgr20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212521?journalCode=cjgr20
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-113020-085456
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212508?journalCode=cjgr20#.ZGZYS7ZiUhA.twitter
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14623528.2023.2212508?journalCode=cjgr20#.ZGZYS7ZiUhA.twitter


Section Officers 

CHAIR 

ANNUAL MEETING DIVISION CHAIR 

SECRETARY  

VICE CHAIR 

ABOUT  

 

 

 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

 

 COPYRIGHT 2023 AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 

American Political Science Association 
1527 New Hampshire Ave, NW Washington, DC 20036-1206 

 
 (202) 483-2512 (202) 483-2657 apsa@apsanet.org

TREASURER 

http://community.apsanet.org/comparativepolitics
http://community.apsanet.org/comparativepolitics
https://www.apsanet.org/becomeamember
https://www.apsanet.org/becomeamember

